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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 

Adult Education with 
Rabbi Goldstein contin-
ues every Weds eve at 
7 pm via Zoom 

 

Bônai Brith Meeting 3/21 

 

Passover Seders  

3/27 & 28 

 

Book Club 5/6 

 

Visit our website calendar  

&  our Facebook page for  

details on all events! 

Rabbi ôs Message  

Every year right after Purim I start  to pre-

pare for Passover, looking over the pantry 

seeing how much has to be removed or 

consumed before the first Seder.  And I 

start looking over my favorite Passover 

Hagaddot to discover new ways to tell the 

story of our exodus from Egypt.  The chal-

lenge is to improve upon my storytelling techniques, to find new ques-

tions and meanings behind the old rituals. Why do we tell the same 

story year after year? Why does the youngest or even eldest ask the 

same four questions? Is there really a deeper meaning and purpose 

to eating Matzah and Maror together? The components of the Seder 

require the participants to be opened minded and willing to explore 

new spiritual paths. Every person present should strive to make their 

words and actions into a response to the question, why is the snake 

different?    Rabbiôs Message continues on Page 6 

 

Presidentôs Message 

Dear Friends,  

We are three months into 2021, and 

there has been a lot of renovation activi-

ty around the Temple. At our January 

Congregation Meeting, I reported that 

the board had approved a contract with 

Rodda Construction to complete the 

renovation of the sanctuary.  

Rodda began immediately removing the old plaster ceiling which allowed us 

access to the air conditioning ducts, lighting and sound. We found the need 

to make additional repairs and upgrades due to deterioration over the years. 

We currently  are in the process of completing these repairs. After the ceiling 

is replaced we will have considerable work to complete with painting, rein-

stalling the lighting and sound speakers, completing woodworking repairs, 

refurbishing  the wooden walls, replacing the carpeting, and reinstalling the 

seats. 

In addition, we are in the process of having the wiring completed for our 

electronic access control and camera monitoring system. We are waiting for 

the equipment which has been experiencing shipping delays. As soon as the 

equipment arrives, installation will begin.  

           Presidentôs Message continues on Page 2 

March 2021 

Temple Emanuel ~ 600 Lake Hollingsworth Dr.  

Lakeland FL 33803 ~ 863-682-8616 

templeemanuellakeland.com/calendar/
http://www.facebook.com/pg/TempleEmanuelLakeland/events/


 

Presidentôs Message Continued from Page 1 
 
Our goal is to have the sanctuary and other renovations completed so that we are ready to 

reopen for the High Holy Days. This of course can only happen if the pandemic statistics decrease 

significantly allowing us to safely gather together again. In the interim, with the renovation work continuing  

and pandemic concerns so prevalent, we will maintain our programming and services via zoom. 

We are planning to hold first and second night Passover Seders virtually via zoom. Please check 

your email for the links to register for the Seders. After registering, you will receive the link to 

join the Seders.  

 

After Passover we will begin preparations for our High Holy Day services. We have extended 

an offer to Cantor Paul Goldstein to be our cantor for 2021, and he accepted. Cantor Paul, 

Cynthia, and Jason look forward to returning and celebrating the holidays with our Temple 

Emanuel family. Last year the board made a commitment to Cantor Goldstein that we would 

bring him back in 2021 and the board voted to honor the commitment. 

 

The Ritual Committee will begin full steam ahead working on the Book of Remembrance, 

assigning honors and other tasks. When contacted, please give generously from your heart, 

accepting the honors and placing names in the Book of Remembrance.  

 

Everyone please remain safe and healthy, as the current statistics regarding COVID-19 are still quite 

concerning. Wear your mask and get the vaccines when they become available to you. With all 

of us remaining vigilant, we will beat the pandemic and soon return to a state of relative 

normalcy. It may not be exactly as it was prior to closing our building, but we will all be happy 

to return and once again greet our Temple family 

and friends in person. 

Allen Shane, President Temple Emanuel   

 

These pictures depict the Sanctuary during the 

demolition phase with scaffolding, lifts and the 

ceiling being removed. 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS  by Sheri Hewson 

 

 

Zoom/Hebrew school is going very well.  The 5th and 6th graders are reading and singing well and 
should be able to take over the Kabbalat Shabbat Service any week now.  The 3d grade class is 
nearly finished with learning their letters and vowels. They are working on special rules and excep-
tions and can already read a bit from the siddur!   

Last month, we had a lovely Tu Bishvat Seder that included the entire Hebrew School.  It was so 
wonderful to see everyone all together again!!  I hope we can plan another event with all the fami-
lies again very soon!  Thank you to all the parents, teachers, and students for making that event so 
special and successful.   

ANNOUNCEMENT AND SAVE THE DATE 

MAZEL TOV! 

Sheri & Jonathan are engaged and we are all invited to their wedding! Save the date, 

8/1/2021. The ceremony will be via zoom and Rabbi Goldstein will be one of the offici-

ants! More details to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES  

FROM YOUR TEMPLE EMANUEL FAMILY! 

YôALL LOOK SO HAPPY AND WE ARE THRILLED FOR YOU! 



About the Archives 
By Cat. Eskin 

The Other First Family: The Nissenbergs 

For so many years, I have fostered an image of the Wolfsons: a pioneering Jewish family, living as the 

lone Jewish family in the frontier-like Lakeland in the 1910s. I knew, from some of the stories told by 

Willy Wolfson, that they werenôt alone. Wil told a particularly poignant story about being lifted in his fa-

therôs arms on a Friday evening, having fallen asleep with a passel of other Jewish children after an 

evening of Sabbath prayers, food and fun. Those nights were a means of staying in touch with their 

roots; apart from his mother Francesô lighting of the candles, those events were the sum total of his re-

ligious practice as a small child. Willyôs childrenðand his sisterðalways said that Willy was a spiritual 

man. He may not have been able to navigate a Hebrew prayer book, but Wil was the face of Lakeland 

Judaism in our city for generations. 

In the first days of February, an email arrived that threatened to 
change the image of the Wolfson origin story forever: Marcia Jo 
Zerivitz, the founder of the Jewish Museum of Florida sent an in-
quiry to the Temple and Joan forwarded her email to me. After a 
brief introduction, she dropped a bombshell. ñI know that youôve 
been working on [the Jewish history of Lakeland] over the years, 
a fact reinforced when I read the piece from the ISJL [entry for 
Lakeland]. There is no mention of a Nissenberg family who claim 
to be the first Jews in Lakeland.ò Sidebar: If youôve never 

checked out the Institute for Southern Jewish Lifeôs Encyclopedia 
of Southern Jewish Communities, you must. For a long time, I 
argued at conferences and to whoever would listen that Florida 
needed to be part of the map. In just the last two years, they 

have added not just Florida, but Texas, too! I was consulted on 
the entry, though I did not write it. Back to our topic: If the email 
was to be believed, Willy and his family were not alone in Lake-
land for all those years before the influx in the mid-1920s. To-
wards the end of his life, Willy was not always so forthcoming about the others who might have been in 
town. And Zerivitz, the maven of all things Jewish history in Florida, sent me not just the remembranc-
es of the family member with whom she was in contact; she sent pictures (see throughout). The imag-
es were labelled as purportedly from Lakeland, though I was immediately dubious of the chronology 
(and thus the dates) ascribed to them.  
 
Still, I needed to know. As I so often do when I want answers, I immediately went to my source for all 
things Lakeland: LuAnn Mims at the Lakeland History Room (at the Lakeland Public Library). She did 
not disappoint. The return email came back with hard evidence. Iôm going to lay out the chronology, 
beginning with the earliest record she was able to recover:  David, Jennie, Annie, Fanny and Davidôs 
sister, Rebecca Nissenberg, are recorded in the 1910 Census, living in Chelsea City, MA. According to 
that document, Annie (Annette) was born in Russia (likely shortly beforeðor just afterðher father left 
for America); she and her mother immigrated to Massachusetts in 1906, a year after David arrived in 
1905 (Rebecca, 16, had recently arrived, 1910). Nearly 2-year-old Fanny (1 year, 11 months) was born 
in the US. About a week after the census data was collected (the document is dated April 23, 1910), 
Samuel was welcomed into the family (5/1/1910).  

           Continued on next page 
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Wilfred, Jack and Herbert Wolfson, Munn 
Park, 1918. 

https://www.isjl.org/florida-lakeland-encyclopedia.html


None of the Nissenbergs appear to have been English speakers in 

1910. Yiddish was listed as their language on the form, and while 

David, who worked as a retail merchant in groceries, could read 

and write, wife Jennie could do neither. The family grew again 

when the youngest of their four children, Ida Ilene Nissenberg, was 

born on April 1, 1913 in Calgary (according to Idaôs daughter). The 

family appears to have moved from Boston to Canada for a job op-

portunity, but they would not stay long.  

The next document provided by Mims was Davidôs application for 

naturalization papers, signed (in English) on the 24
th
 of September 

1917. He and his family were now residents of Lakeland, FL. David 

lists his occupation as a metal dealer. The 1917 Lakeland City Di-

rectory confirms his residence, putting he and Jennie (and, pre-

sumably, their growing family) at 104 Peachtree E. In 1918 he reg-

istered for the World War I draft in Bartow, this time as a self-

employed junk dealer. The selective services document was the 

last from Mimsðthe family did not appear in the next available City 

Directory. But the email from Zerivitz had one more lead. 

ñ8/21/1919, Florida Times-Union article, óBurned to Death in Press-

ing Club; Gasoline Can Explodedô; death of D. Newsenberg (David 

Nissenberg). The 1919 fire at the dry cleaning plant should be recorded somewhere.ò Yes, I thought. It 

should. 

I am nothing if not resourceful when it comes to research. I suspected, and had those suspicions con-
firmed quickly, that the Florida Times-Union was never a Lakeland paper. When I found it in Jacksonville, 
FL, I hit a dead end on recovering the paper from 1919. When I couldnôt find it in some of the databases 
owned by the College, I went to our Instructional Technology Librarian, Steven Wade; he checked with the 
College Archivist, Gerri Schaad. Schaad cried victory a day or so later. The results were both satisfying 
and sad. I have transcribed the article, which is difficult to read in the PDF: 

BURNED TO DEATH IN PRESSING CLUB; GASOLINE CAN EXPLODED.  

D. NEWSENBERG, AGED 36 YEARS, MET HORRIBLE DEATH YESTERDAY AFTER-

NOON IN HIS ESTABLISHMENT AT FOREST STREET.  

Literally Roasted to Death Before Passerby Could Drag His Body to Safe-

ty ðFire Department Responded to Alarm of Fire and Saved Building from 

Destruction.  

D. Newsenberg, aged 36 years, was burned to death yesterday at 3 20 p. 

m., when gasoline exploded in his pressing club at 404 Forest street. 

The fire department responded an alarm of fire and saved the building 

from destruction.  

Mr. Newsenberg recently purchased the establishment which is known as 

the Liberty Dry Cleaning Company. He had on hand a quantity of gasoline 

to be used in cleaning clothing, and he was at work when the gasoline in 

some manner ignited. An explosion followed which scattered burning gaso-

line in every direction.  

         Continued on Page 12  
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David Nissenberg seated, c 1905 or 1906, likely 
Boston (about 21 years old) 


