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DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ wŀōōƛ DƻƭŘǎǘŜƛƴΧΦ 
When I was very young I was taught that the community is one of the most im-
portant values of Judaism. The holidays and rituals of our religion all exist to sup-
port and maintain the values that Judaism maintains is necessary to live a good 
life. There have been a series of studies recently that claim community and in-
volvement in a community are among the most important contributions facilitating 
a long life. The studies all agree that it is more valuable to be part of a community 
then it is to quit drinking and smoking, or exercise if the goal is to live long. Juda-
ism teaches us that the goal in life is not just to live long but also to live a worth-
while life, contributing to our world and making a better place because we are in 
it. It is not enough to just become a member of the synagogue, one must also 
participate. 

 
Ideally the synagogue should be a part of your extended family. Temple Emanuel 
can be a major force for good here in Lakeland, but that is only possible with your 
involvement. Currently there is a small core of individuals who work hard to create 
and present a variety of different programs at Temple Emanuel and while they 
donôt complain they are overworked and stretched thin. I am appealing to all of 
our members to take a more active role. 

 
I believe that Temple Emanuel can grow with your help. I hope that you will take 
advantage of the social and prayer opportunities that we offer. I want to see our 
children continue to enjoy the benefits of a strong Jewish community, a place 
where they feel safe in an increasingly unsafe world. 

 
I invite you to join me at our Passover Seder, Shabbat services, Adult Education 
classes, Book Club, or for the monthly movie. Please donôt just be a name on the 
roster, be a part of the family. We will all benefit and you may just find that it will 
help you to live a longer and happier life. 

 
BôShalom 
Rabbi David Goldstein 

March 2018 
Volume 18, Issue 1 

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ !ƭƭŜƴ {ƘŀƴŜΧ 
 

Itôs hard to believe that we were just celebrating Hanukah and welcoming 2018.  Now 
we are well into the first quarter of 2018 and we have been very busy at the Temple. 
   
It began with the lovely Tribute Dinner honoring Marvin Wyman for the many years of 
service, dedication, and love he has given to the Temple.  At the dinner we presented 
Marvin with a leaf that will hang on the Tree of Life in our upper rotunda.  We also 
surprised Marvin with making him an Honorary Trustee of Temple Emanuel.  Todah 
Rabah, Marvin from the entire Board of Trustees, and congregation.  
                                                                                                   Continued on Page 6 
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will be sold no later than 10:00 a.m., Thursday, March 29, 2018 and that I may de-
rive no benefit from these products after the sale.  I give Rabbi, as my agent, the 
power to sell my HAMETZ to a purchase of his choice. 
 

Authorization  
 

I hereby appoint Rabbi Goldstein, to act as my agent in selling all Hametz in my 
possession:                                               
    
                            

ττττττττττττς   ττττττττττττττ               
όtǊƛƴǘŜŘ bŀƳŜύ                                     ό{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜύ 
 
L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴόǎύ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ IŀƳŜǘȊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜπ
ƘŀƭŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΥ 
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ñThose Two Young Fellasò  
About the Archives by Cat. Eskin  

 

Perhaps some of you remember a column I wrote back in 2009 about Tillie 

[Barkin] Estroff, the mother of Selig Estroff and aunt of Harris Estroff.  Tillie 

was born in New York City in 1898 and died in Florida at age 37, a victim of 

cancer. Iôm currently working on an essay about the lives that she and her 

husband Sam built here in Lakeland between their arrival in 1925 and her un-

timely death in 1935. Iôm looking specifically at their social and economic 

lives as members of the growing Lakeland community. How did they navi-

gate their identity as Jews, their identity as Americans and their identity as 

Southerners? And how might we, in a season that celebrates freedom, learn 

something about perseverance and good old-fashioned chutzpah?  

 

Tillie Barkin was born in the United States (New York City) and Samuel Es-

troff was born in Russia. Both grew up and lived in the American South 

(Tillieôs family moved when she was about 2, Sam and his extended family 

were in and around Georgia, certainly by the 1910s). Tillieôs father was natu-

ralized as a US citizen in Vicksburg, Mississippi in 1902 (he arrived in the US 

around 1888). While Samôs family may have been a bit more stable, Tillie 

was used to moving around. America offered a mobility that would have been 

impossible in RussiaΦ  

Sam and Tillie met and courted in Augusta, Georgia in 1917. Tillie 

was a clerk at a jewelry store and Sam was enlisted in the Army for 

World War I. I still donôt know if he was sent overseas, but I know 

that he was a veteran and the couple were married upon his discharge 

in 1918. They began their economic enterprises in Lyons, Georgia, 

where the two had their first child, Melvin, in 1920 (they are recorded 

on the census for Toombs, GAðthe county in which Lyons is locat-

edðduring that year). Sam had joined forces with a cousin, William 

Estroff (from Vidalia, GA), and the pair of recent vets opened a store 

with the tagline, ñBuy from óThose Two Young Fellas.ôò  

 

By 1925, Sam and Tillie were ready to go even further afield. Tillie 
was pregnant with her son, Selig, as she crossed the state line between 
Georgia and Florida, ready to make use of the skills both had learned 
in retail around the South. I am trying to find out if Sam was already a 
Shriner in Georgia or if he joined in Lakeland; joining the organization 
would have been both a business and a political move. As an Ameri-
can, I imagine he felt it part of his responsibility to be a member of the 
larger community. Iôm also unsure about Tillieôs relationship with 
Eastern Star. I made inquiries after finding that she is mentioned ñIn 
Memoriumò on a 1936 Proceedings of the Grand Chapter in Tampa 

(April 1936). In that publication, she is listed as Lakeland Chapter (No. 26). I know that when Sam Estroff died 
in 1953 in Birmingham, he is lauded as a member of the Masonic Order in his obituary.  



р 

 

During their time in Lakeland, Sam and Tillie were also active members in the Jewish 

community. They were likely the first family to have a kosher bris in town, importing 

a mohel (likely from Tampa) and welcoming family and friends from Georgia to the 

festivities. Tillieôs mother and brothers moved down to Lakeland shortly after the 

coupleôs arrival, though when the Florida boom turned bust, many moved back up to 

Georgia. Sam and Tillie persisted, joining forces with many of the other Jews who 
moved to Lakeland in the 1920s with the hope of securing a location for a Jewish 

house of worship. By 1932, Sam and other prominent businessmen had found the lo-

cation for the Temple in Dixieland. Calling themselves the Jewish Alliance of Lake-

land, they quickly began a Jewish Religious School and their son, Melvin, celebrated 

the first Bar Mitzvah in 1933. By that time, Samôs younger brother Nathan had 

moved to town and would shortly be courting in Tampa and starting his own family. 

 

I am interested in Sam and Tillieôs business dealings and relationship to other, non-

Jewish business owners during their years here (1925-1935). I wonder how their roles 

as boosters of Lakeland and deeply involved Jews may have helped them find pur-

pose and a sense of belonging. I marvel at their initiative and look forward to finding 

more documents that will better help me consider the impact of both their patriotism 

and their difference.  

As we move into the season of Passover, let us celebrate the freedom we haveðas Americans and Jewsðto make our 

country, and our world, the kind of place we want it to be. Most of the institutions that we often take for granted, includ-

ing our Temple, were begun by people who had the vision and the gumption to be the first. May we see their memory as 

a blessing and ensure that we are not the last. 

 

ñThose Two Young Fellasò  Continued 
About the Archives by Cat. Eskin  
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CǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΧΦΦ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ м  

We followed it with our fundraiser Live Artfully: A Taste of Spain.  It was very well attended and the comments from 
many were ñIt was the best fundraiser, we have hadò.   We are still closing the books, and donôt have final tallyôs, but it 
appears that we exceeded our income from last year.  Todah Rabah to Jodie Snyder for her efforts chairing the com-
mittee and for so willingly giving of herself every year.  I also would like to thank the entire committee for all their ef-
forts in helping to make this a tremendous success.   
 
We just finished our celebration of Purim and now look forward to Passover.   Make plans to attend our second night 
Seder.   Rabbi Goldstein will be leading the Seder and it will be fun as well as educational for the whole family.  I hope 
to see everyone at the Seder. 
 
We discussed having a community event for Israel Independence Day but decided to have a smaller event this year 
for our Temple Family, due to limited preparation time.   Watch your email for information on our celebration.    
 
We are planning to have a community wide event for Israel Independence Day in 2019.  We will need everyoneôs par-
ticipation for the event to be successful. 
 
An update on our Hurricane damage.  We have retained Jon Trohn to assist with appealing the insurance denial.  The 
appeal has been sent and we are awaiting the response from the insurance company to determine what our next 
steps will be.   
 
Also, In January the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) released new funding rules that now allow 
funding for Houses of worship that experienced damages from Hurricane Harvey and Irma.   We filed a new applica-
tion with FEMA which is pending review of our damages and their determination. 
 
Once we receive the responses from the insurance and FEMA, the Board can make informed decisions regarding 
sanctuary repairs.   
 
In closing, I am thankful for the talented and hardworking Board of Trustees, Rabbi, and committees that give so 
much of themselves to keep the Temple operating.  
 
Each of us has unique talents and abilities.  I am asking each of you to use your talents, to help make Temple Emanu-
el the center of Jewish life in Polk County.   

 
Allen Shane, President  

 

!ƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΧΦΦ 
 
§ оȄ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΗ CǊƻƳ aŀǊŎƘ мн-омΣ !ƳŀȊƻƴ ƛǎ ǘǊƛǇƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǎƳƛƭŜΦŀƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΗ Dƻ 
ǘƻ ǎƳƛƭŜΦŀƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳκŎƘκрф-лфмрнну ŀƴŘ !ƳŀȊƻƴ ŘƻƴŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 9ƳŀƴǳŜƭΦ  

 
§ a!Y9 ¢I9 [!b5 hC L{w!9[ ahw9 .9!¦¢LC¦[Χtƭŀƴǘ CǊǳƛǘ ¢ǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ¢ƻŘŀȅΗ   

          ƘǧǇǎΥκκǳƴƛǘŜŘǿƛǘƘƛǎǊŀŜƭΦƻǊƎκǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ-ŦǊǳƛǘ-ǘǊŜŜǎ-ƛƴ-ƛǎǊŀŜƭκ  

 

§ /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ  ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻǳǊ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 9ƳŀƴǳŜƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅΣ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΣ 

ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ ōȅƭŀǿǎΣ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀŶƭƛŀǝƻƴǎΣ ƳŀƪŜ ŘǳŜǎ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΗ  

           ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘŜƳǇƭŜŜƳŀƴǳŜƭƭŀƪŜƭŀƴŘΦŎƻƳκ 

§ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ aŜƴƻǊŀƘ ƛǎ aŀȅ омΣ нлмуΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ  ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƛǊƳŀŎƻƭŜнсϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ      ¢ƘŀƴƪǎΗΗ  

с 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=328P6WEM2034S&K=36H6KC5WUKBCX&M=urn:rtn:msg:20180228191518e134271fc5074212af94d4c18450p0na&R=E11HYIMM3EFW&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F59-0915228&H=HZP9IBXPQR8AAOZQTQGSQHABYCAA
https://unitedwithisrael.org/planting-fruit-trees-in-israel/
https://templeemanuellakeland.com/

