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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

Mah Jongg 

Most Mondays @ 1 pm 

Talmud Class 7 pm 

3/6,13, 27, 4/3 

Trivia Fun 

3/10 4 pm 

Megillah Reading 

3/20 6 pm 

Shabbat Away 

3/22 

Book Club 

4/9 11 am 

2nd Seder 

4/20 6:30 pm 

Yom Hashoah 

5/1 7 pm        

Visit our website calendar  

&  our Facebook page for  

details on all events! 

Rabbi ôs Message  

Modern society has markedly 
turned toward individualism and 
materialism.  Judaism on the other 
hand continues to promote a sense 
of community and spiritualism. We 
believe that there is a positive bene-
fit to belonging to a prayer commu-
nity.  

 

There is an old Hasidic teaching that demonstrates the Jewish po-
sition that religion is generally, first and foremost a search for the 
self.  

 

A Hasid came to visit his Rebbe. The Rebbe asked the Hasid:ò 
why have you come here ? ñThe Hasid replied ñ I've come to find 
Godò The Rebbe, with a twinkle in his eye, responded: "For that 
you didnôt have to come here, since God, whose Glory fills the en-
tire earth, can be found everywhere in the worldò. Surprised by the 
Rebbeôs reaction to his statement, the Hasid asked ñ then why did 
the people come here?ò To which the Rebbe answered quietly: 
òpeople come here to find themselves.ò 

 
We find ourselves in communing with others, and then we can 
reach out and enter into a relationship with God as well. Prayer is 
a means of establishing a better understanding of our potential to 
make this a better world. This service is not supposed to be for en-
tertainment rather it is meant to be a starting place to attain a 
sense of intimacy with our Creator and our community. 

 
I invite you to join me at Shabbat services in order to gain a better 
sense of self and hopefully enter into a more intimate relationship 
with God.  

 

For while it is true that God can be found everywhere, we need to 
dedicate time and space to looking for God within ourselves and 
others.  

 

Rabbi David Goldstein 

March 2019 

Temple Emanuel ~ 600 Lake Hollingsworth Dr.  

Lakeland FL 33803 ~ 863-682-8616 

templeemanuellakeland.com/calendar/
http://www.facebook.com/pg/TempleEmanuelLakeland/events/


 

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
NEWS FROM 
Lori 
Dougherty 
and all the 
School teach-
ers 

 
Sunday school 
has been very 
busy!  
 
As a school we 
took a field trip 
to Florida 
Southern Col-
lege for Tu 
BôShevat. We 
had a walk 
through their 

gardens and planted seeds. We also celebrated the life of Ela Deniz Friedman and planted 
a tree in her memory.  
 
In Dr. Cat Eskinôs Preschool class they have made baby Torahs and candy arks.  Cat mixes 
her teaching with great crafts and the kids love it. 
 
In Ms. Myrna's 1st grade class the kids are working in their workbooks, a child's bible and 
lessons from the Torah. Each week they do an art or craft relating to their lesson. 
 
In Ms. Jodie's 4th grade class they are learning about Jacob and Joseph and the 12 tribes 
of Israel. They are learning how each tribe is a family and everyone has special roles and 
traditions. Jodie is relating it to everyone's specific family and what makes their family Jew-
ish and their traditions. Jodie really brings together the history and modern day. 
 
In Rabbiôs class they are exploring the books of Judaism, the understanding of G-d as crea-
tor. They are exploring why they celebrate holidays, their themes and the lessons they 
teach. We welcome Miriam Pridgen who is currently co-teaching with the rabbi and plans on 
taking over the class in the near future. 
 
In Hebrew school on Sundays, Ms. Lizandra is teaching the Preschool class Aleph Bet. The 
grade one children are completing their vowels and beginning to read elementary words 
and sentences. The Bet class taught by Ms. Lizandra is learning the Friday night service in 
conjunction with translating the words of the appropriate holy days.  
 
In Mr. Danielôs Hebrew class, they are learning the core prayers of the Friday night service 
which includes the Shema and associated blessings. They are also learning Hebrew roots 
to improve the understanding and comprehension of the text during services. 
 
Weekday Hebrew is being taught Sheri Hewson and she is teaching Friday night service. 
 
Moving forward we have the Purim celebration on March 17th and Passover coming where 
the kids will have a Mock Seder service. The last day of classes is May 19th. 
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More on ELAôS TREE  
 
 
A magnolia planted in front of Temple Emanuel by Sunday school students joins an international for-
est of trees dedicated to the memory of Ela Deniz, granddaughter of synagogue members Barry 
Friedman and Sharon Hodges and daughter of Laurel Friedman, who was an active USY member 
here in the late 1990s. 
 
The family was represented at the 
Jan. 20 tree planting by Amelia 
Hart, Laurelôs sister. 
 
The idea for Elaôs Forest grew 
organically after the tragic death 
of Ela in early December. She 
had just turned three years old on 
Thanksgiving Day. 
 
The first trees were planted by 
friends and colleagues of Laurelôs 
from graduate school and an in-
ternational group of academic 
moms. It was a recognition of 
Elaôs love of the outdoors: trees, 
flowers, animals, and rain pud-
dles to stomp in. 
 
The forest grew as more people 
wanted to place living tributes to 
Ela that will keep her memory 
alive for years to come. Elaôs For-
est now includes trees on four 
continents; several trees in Israel 
were donated by Temple Emanu-
el members. 
 
A map of Elaôs Forest can be 
found at bit.ly/elasforest. 
 
The map includes 10 trees in 
Lakeland, seven of them overlooking the playground in Dobbins Park, Elaôs favorite place in Lake-
land after her grandparentsô house. A soon-to-be installed bench donated by Laurel will be shaded 
by four Hong Kong orchid trees planted for Ela near the playground.  
 
Anybody who plants a tree in Elaôs memory, whether itôs in a back yard or donated to a park or na-
tional forest, can get it placed on the map by sending an email to bifriedman@gmail.com with the 
name of the donor, location, type of tree, and a photo if possible. 
 
The family is grateful for the many expressions of condolence and the kindnesses shared by friends 
at Temple Emanuel and the entire Lakeland community.  

3 
3 

 

http://bit.ly/elasforest
mailto:bifriedman@gmail.com


ñIn the Beginningé.ò   About the Archives by Cat. Eskin  

As children, we often play a game called ñwhisper down the laneò (or, when I was a child, what we called 

ñtelephoneò). The mechanics of the game are simple: placed in a line, the child at the front is instructed to whis-

per a short story or message to the child immediately behind him or her; from there, the children listen carefully 

(or not so carefully) to their peer and then repeat it to the next child with as much accuracy as they can muster. 

As anyone who has played the game knows, the message often changes substantially by the time the last child 

hears it. In fact, the longer the line, the more likely that the resulting story will be a reflection of both the imagina-

tion and/or poor memory skills of the children on line. History, Iôm afraid, has far more in common with ñwhisper 

down the laneò than science.  

With that in mind, Iôd like to dispel some of the more fanciful legends that float around about our Temple and Polk 

County Jewish history. Weôll begin, as most stories of Lakeland Jewry do, with Cyrus 

(Schneir) Wolfson. According to his children, Cy first arrived in Lakeland in late 1909. 

His trip here was a detour after he successfully collected an overdue account in Ocala 

(he was employed by a suit manufacturer at the time). Years later, Cy would rhapsodize 

about the crystal clear water in Lakes Mirror, Wire and Morton. As friendly as he found 

the people, Wolfson was not able to return to Lakeland until 1910. He had helped bring 

over relatives from Lithuania (both parents, two sisters, two brothers and a cousin) and 

so was obliged to borrow money to move and set up a shop on Kentucky Avenue in 

downtown Lakeland. To drum up business during the early years, he would make a cir-

cuit of the area (Lakeland, Mulberry, Auburndale and Loughman*) in a buggy. Cy lived 

in a boarding house when he wasnôt selling his goods. Once he felt confident that he could make his business 

work, Wolfson returned to New York to marry a bride (Frances Palestine) and bring her back to Lakeland (late 

1912, early 1913). Frances would return to New York to have their first child in September of 1913, but the rest 

of their children were born in Lakeland (1914, 1917 and 1926). 

I should note that I have heard about another Jewish man who may well have been in 

Polk County before the Wolfsons. According to oral evidence, he lived for some time in 

Bartow; married to a Gentile woman, he was not practicing Judaism (though he was 

identified by most observers as ñthe Jewò). In contrast, the Wolfsons of Lakeland did not 

hide their religious background. Still, Cy was not particularly religious; he was more inter-

ested in growing his business and family than organizing a house of worship.  

 

 

*Loughman was a town settled around 1883 which is now just a census designated location. It is in the northeast 
corner of Polk County, near Osceola County.      

                  

               /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ р 
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