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MRnWhl\ PURfile: ThiV mRnWh Ze feaWXUe Rffice YRlXnWeeU and BRaUd MembeU JRan 
GUeenbaXm. ThankV JRan! Read RWheU SURfiOeV aW: hWWSV://WePSOeePaQXeOOakeOaQd.cRP/PePbeU-SURfiOeV/ 

I Zas born in Tampa bXt moYed to Lakeland Zhen I Zas tZo.   
 
Both of m\ parents Zere immigrants.  M\ mother came to the United States as a child from RXssia.  She alZa\s 
said she Zas from KieY, bXt I foXnd oXt that she Zas actXall\ from a small toZn, a “Shtetl”, in the Ukraine.  Her 
father Zas a “Shochet”, (a person officiall\ certified as competent to kill cattle and poXltr\ in the manner pre-
scribed b\ JeZish laZ), and Yer\ religioXs.  M\ mother idoli]ed him, bXt he died Zhen she Zas \oXng.  M\ 
mother, grandmother, sister and tZo brothers then came to the United States.  M\ mother Zent to Zork to help 
sXpport her famil\ Zhen she Zas Yer\ \oXng.   
 
M\ father Zas from Worms, German\ Zhere 
his famil\ oZned a leather goods bXsiness.  He 
Zent to priYate schools.  He and his father Zere 
taken to Zhat he called a “BroZn HoXse” b\ the 
Na]is, bXt the\ Zere able to escape and go to 
Palestine.  M\ mother Zent to Palestine too, 
Zith Golda Meir and a Zionist groXp.  She met 
m\ father and the\ married in Israel.   
 
M\ parents came from Yer\ different back-
groXnds, bXt the\ both spoke Yiddish.  M\ old-
est brother Joseph (Joe) Zas born in Israel and 
m\ mother Zas pregnant Zith m\ sister Zhen 
she Zas told she had to retXrn to the United 
States or she ZoXld lose her US citi]enship.  
After sitting in the consXlate's office in Israel all 
da\ Zith m\ foXr \ear old brother and pregnant Zith m\ sister she Zas able to get m\ father papers to come 
Zith her to the United States.   
 
She Zas nine months pregnant Zith m\ sister Zhen she retXrned to the US.  M\ sister and \oXnger brother Zere 
born in Brookl\n, NeZ York.  M\ parents and siblings moYed to HicksYille, Long Island, NeZ York.  M\ fa-
ther Zas drafted into the Arm\ and ZoXnded in WWII.  That Zas the last time he Zent to German\. 
 
After m\ father Zas ZoXnded oXr famil\ had to moYe to a Zarmer climate.  The\ moYed to GainesYille and 
then Tampa.  M\ mother Zas actiYe at the Rodeph Shalom S\nagogXe.  M\ father attended the UniYersit\ of 
Tampa and then gradXated from the UniYersit\ of Florida.  He alZa\s Zanted to be an attorne\, bXt he gradXat-
ed Zith a degree in AgricXltXre.   
 
M\ parents lost a child before me and I Zas a prematXre bab\.  M\ mother gaYe me three HebreZ names be-
caXse she didn't knoZ if I Zas going to liYe or not.  It is miracXloXs that I did make it and had no issXes becaXse 
I Zas born Zeighing three poXnds. That Zas seYent\ \ears ago.  
 
M\ sister, Korina Masters liYes in Lakeland.  M\ brother Joseph GreenbaXm liYes Zith his Zife Helga in 
MoXntain HoXse, California.  M\ brother MelYin passed aZa\ in 2008.   
 
I did not haYe interaction Zith famil\ other than m\ nXclear famil\. I neYer kneZ m\ father's famil\ groZing 
Xp.  When I Zas a teenager, he foXnd oXt he had a coXsin in Philadelphia.  His famil\ liYed in Israel.  At the 
present time I do haYe a coXsin from his famil\ liYing in NeZ Jerse\.   
 
M\ mother's famil\ Zere all in NeZ York.  I can remember Zhen I Zas a child that m\ grandmother came for a 
Yisit one time.  M\ siblings left home b\ the time I Zas in JXnior High.  A lot of m\ friends thoXght that I Zas 
an onl\ child. 
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GroZing Xp in Lakeland Zas hard.  M\ parents Zere immigrants, both had accents, the\ Zere older than most parents 
of kids m\ age, and the\ Zere not Americani]ed.  We liYed on the east side of toZn Zhere onl\ one other JeZish 
famil\ liYed.  I Zent to SXnda\ School and HebreZ School at Temple EmanXel.  I did not haYe a Bat Mit]Yah be-
caXse I didn't Zant to sing in front of a croZd.  I didn't feel as if I fit in Zith the other kids in the religioXs school be-
caXse I didn't go to the same primar\ schools that the\ did or liYe near them.  I had close friends Zhere I liYed and 
the\ all kneZ that I Zas JeZish and accepted that.   
 
After si[th grade Zhen I Zas 11 \ears old, m\ mother pXt me on a bXs to go sta\ Zith m\ brother in California.  She 
Zanted me to get to knoZ m\ brother.  He left home Zhen I Zas Yer\ \oXng.  After that she ZoXld pXt me on a bXs 
or take me to m\ sister's in MassachXsetts almost eYer\ sXmmer.  I loYed going to m\ sister's becaXse I made friends 
Zith other girls there and m\ sister ZoXld take me to the beaches in NeZ Hampshire and Maine.   
 
M\ mother ran a neZ and Xsed store on North Florida AYe., Lillian's Bargain Store.  At that time there Zere seYeral 
JeZish merchants on North Florida AYe.  She closed the store after m\ father began Zorking for the USDA and she 
e[perienced health issXes.  M\ father began Zorking for the USDA Zhen I Zas in JXnior High.  In ninth and tenth 
grade I started the school \ears in other states and learned to be independent at an earl\ age.  I Zent off to the UniYer-
sit\ of Florida at seYenteen Zhere I met m\ e[-hXsband the sXmmer after m\ freshman \ear.  He had jXst gotten oXt 
of the Marines and Zas back from Vietnam.    
 
The fall after m\ sophomore \ear I dropped oXt of college and ran off and got married.  M\ hXsband Zas not JeZish 
and m\ parents said the\ ZoXld consider me dead.   M\ father later contacted me to tell me that m\ mother Zas sick 
and I shoXld bring m\ hXsband and come see her.  I did.   
 
I Zent back to college and had m\ first child, Michelle, Zhile m\ hXsband and I Zere still in school.  I gradXated Zith 
a Bachelor¶s Degree in Sociolog\. I sXpported the famil\ for a \ear.   
 
M\ e[-hXsband got his first job in CleZiston, Fl.  When Ze Zent to look for a home Ze discoYered that the principal, 
assistant principal and secretar\ had all left the school he Zas sXpposed to be Zorking at.  We retXrned to Lakeland 
and he got a job at Santa Fe High School.   
 
I became a member of Temple EmanXel in 1976.  When m\ children Zere small m\ hXsband conYerted to JXdaism 
and Ze remarried at Temple EmanXel.  I Zent to Zork as a paraprofessional for the school s\stem.  I left that job dXe 
to pregnanc\ issXes. I Zas Zorking on the Ph\sical EdXcation field, bXt the principal ZoXld not accommodate me.  I 
lost the bab\ shortl\ after that.  I then became pregnant again.  Si[ Zeeks after m\ son Jason Zas born, I Zent to 
Zork at Polk CoXnt\ Social SerYices.  M\ hXsband Zent to Zork for the Polk CoXnt\ Schools.   
 
M\ mother died in 1976, si[ months after I started Zorking.  I Zas 26 \ears old.  I Zorked at Polk CoXnt\ Social Ser-
Yices for fiYe and half \ears.  Then I Zent to Zork for the state.  I Zorked as a Social Worker for a program called the 
Pentastar Project, Zhere I had fort\ caseloads.  These clients ZoXld normall\ go to a nXrsing home.  I Zas their case 

manager making sXre that the\ got care in their homes.  
The state abandoned the project, Zhich b\ the Za\ Zas 
sXccessfXl and saYed the state mone\ b\ not pa\ing for 
nXrsing homes for these clients.   
 

 AW Whe 70Wh biUWhda\ SaUW\ fRU high VchRRO cOaVV. 
PaUW Rf P\ SXQda\ SchRRO cOaVV. FURP OefW WR UighW, 
MichaeO SchQeideU, DaYid SWRQe, P\VeOf aQd TRdd 
EVWURff. 

 

                                 CRQWiQXed RQ Page 9 

 

 

 

DeadOiQe fRU Whe Qe[W MeQRUah iV NRYePbeU 30, 2020. DR \RX 
ZaQW WR be RXU Qe[W SURfiOe? POeaVe VeQd iQTXiUieV, iQfR, aUWicOeV, 
iPageV, cRPPeQWV, eWc.  WR iUPacROe26@gPaiO.cRP 



8 

AbRYe Whe 5 
gUaQdV!  

LefW LeZe\ 

BeORZ 
MicheOOe & 
faPiO\: BUad, 
Ta\ORU aQd 
Maddie. 

JRaQ ZiWh VRQ 
JaVRQ  & 
daXghWeU 
MicheOOe 

JaVRQ ZiWh CaQdice, 
JXVWiQ, JRe\, & AaURQ. 

BaU MiW]Yah aW Whe ROd TePSOe: KRUiQa,    
MeOYiQ, SaUeQWV LiOOiaQ & HeUPaQ, & JRaQ 

BURWheU JRe¶V ZeddiQg WR HeOga 62 
\eaUV agR! JRaQ ZiWh SaUeQWV, KRUiQa &  
MeOYiQ. 
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I then Zent to Zork in Foster Care and then Aging and AdXlt SerYices.  I handled adXlt abXse and neglect cases.  
Then I Zent to Zork at the coXrthoXse as a CoXnselor/InYestigator doing paternit\ and modification cases.  Allen 
Shane came to oXr office to do the HLA blood Zork for paternit\ testing.  DXring that time m\ father, Zho Zas also 
a member of Temple EmanXel, liYed Zith m\ famil\.  He died in 1987 Zhen I Zas 37.   I diYorced at age 39 in 
1989.  
 
When the fXnding Zas stopped for the Paternit\ Project, m\ boss, coZorker and I deYeloped a program to enforce 
child sXpport and alimon\ cases for people in Polk CoXnt\.  People got coXrt orders to see me regarding their delin-
qXencies.  I also became a certified Famil\ Mediator. I did that job for oYer foXrteen \ears and I loYed it.  I learned 
to be more aggressiYe and assertiYe.  The job ended becaXse of bXdget cXts.  So then I Zent to Zork in Domestic 
Violence.  I retired and Zent back to Zork part time there for nine more \ears.  I retired once again after being giY-
en an XltimatXm to either Zork fXll time or \oX are oXt of here.   
    
M\ children are married and I haYe fiYe grandchildren.  Michelle (OliYer) is a Realtor Zith ColdZell Banker and 
her hXsband Brad is VP of nonperishable items for PXbli[.  M\ oldest grandchild, Ta\lor is starting her second \ear 
at U of F laZ school.  Maddie, her sister, is attending Polk State College and Zorks at PXbli[ on 540A.  The girls 
are Michelle's children.   
 
M\ son, Jason (DoXghert\) is the DepXt\ Chief at HillsboroXgh CoXnt\ Fire RescXe.  His Zife Candice, is a Nail 
Tech.  His son JXstin is at Collegiate High School and also Zorks at PXbli[ on 540A.  His son Joe\ is at Lakeland 
Highlands Middle School and his stepson Aaron (CXrtis) attends GateZa\ High School and Zorks at PXbli[ on 
Shepard Road.   
 
So if an\one goes to an\ of these PXbli[ stores sa\ µHi!¶ to them and tell them that \oX knoZ me.  YoX ma\ also 
see Jason on TV at times.  Jason and Michelle attended SXnda\ and HebreZ School at Temple EmanXel.  The\ 
Zere both confirmed and had their Bar and Bat Mit]Yahs at Temple EmanXel. I am Yer\ proXd of m\ children and 
grandchildren.  The\ are all sXccessfXl and liYe Zholesome liYes. 
  
I traYel Zith a college friend XsXall\ tZice a \ear.  We both loYe to dance.  We do things like Ze did in college.  I 
Xsed to read a lot bXt after college it seems the onl\ time I read is Zhen I am on Yacation.  When at home I feel I 
need to take care of Zhat needs to be done.  M\ neZ dog, LeZe\, keeps me bXs\.  I Zalk him at least tZice a da\ 
and tr\ to keep him oXt of troXble.   
 
Retirement has been hard for me.  I foXnd that I need to be prodXctiYe and like to be aroXnd people.  After m\ di-
Yorce I met lots of great people and traYeled to man\ places.  VolXnteering at the s\nagogXe has helped fill m\ re-
tirement Yoid.  I am still searching for an ansZer to “What do I Zant to do Zhen I groZ Xp?” 
 
JXdaism pla\s an important part in m\ life.  I belieYe it gaYe me the foXndation to be a better person.  I haYe helped 
others throXghoXt m\ life and tried to treat others Zith respect.  I learned that from m\ parents and JXdaism.  M\ 
famil\ has been members of Temple EmanXel since 1951.  I moYed to the Orlando area for foXr \ears bXt kept m\ 
membership.  Temple EmanXel has been a constant in m\ life. 
 
M\ mother Zas Yer\ traditional bXt at times did things becaXse that is Zhat she greZ Xp doing, not giYing a reason 
for doing those things.  M\ father alZa\s said “YoX need to keep a good name.”  I do belieYe m\ father Zas m\ 
biggest positiYe inflXence in m\ life.  He alZa\s took the high road.  I learned perseYerance from m\ mother.  M\ 
mother Zas street smart.   
 
Looking back on m\ life I reali]e that being lo\al and not Zanting to giYe Xp can sometimes be detrimental.  One 
needs to reali]e that it is oka\ at times to let something or someone go.  At times \oX need to stand Xp for \oXrself.  
After completing and reYieZing this profile I feel that m\ life has had a lot of sad moments bXt I am blessed Zith a 
lot of “nachas” as Zell. 
   
Shalom to m\ friends at Temple EmanXel.   
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